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Western Bypass

Mt Hood Fwy

Land Use, Transportation, Air Quality: 
LUTRAQ alternative stopped Western Bypass
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Federal highway funds for Mt. Hood 
freeway were redirected to the first 

light rail line in Portland (to Gresham)

Oregon’s Constitution prohibits using 
gas taxes for public transit.  It has long 
been a goal of some transit advocates to 
use some gas tax funds, which would 
also benefit motorists by encouraging 
some to take transit (which could reduce 
traffic congestion, especially for those 
who would still drive).  Increases in the 
price of petroleum make gas taxes even 
more difficult to enact.



Columbia River Crossing 
I-5 widening: 12 lane bridge 
up to 16 lanes in Vancouver 

legally approved but unfunded 
In 2013, the Oregon House voted 45-11 in favor of $450 million 
toward the $4 billion CRC and the State Senate voted 18-11 in 
favor.  Only two Democrats in the House and one in the Senate 
voted against.  Washington legislators wanted the road but not 
the light rail to Vancouver, so they did not appropriate anything.   
The environmentalist lawsuit discussed impacts to salmon in the 
river more than highway law violations and was unsuccessful.




